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SUB J : VOLUNTARY VISITOR: OLIVIER GISCARD D'ESTAING 

1 . EMBASSY HAS BEEN APPROACHED FOR ASSISTANCE BY TWO 
PRESTIGIOUS FRENCH ORGANIZATIONS WHICH ARE JOINTLY 
PLANNING ONE-DAY COLLOQUIUM IN PARIS END OF FEBRUARY 
ON THE SUBJECT OF ' THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION AND 
EUROPE." ORGANIZATIONS ARE THE "CERCLE DE L'OPINION" 

AND THE "FRENCH ASSOCIATION FOR THE ATLANTIC COMMUNITY." 
LATTER IS FRENCH BRANCH OF THE ATLANTIC TREATY 
ASSOCIATION. CERCLE DE L'OPINION IS FINANCED BY 
PRIVATE MEMBERSHIP, MOSTLY BUSINESS ORGANIZATIONS, FOR 
PURPOSE OF PROMOTING PUBLIC DISCUSSION OF CURRENT 
ISSUES. LUNCHEON AND DINNER DEBATES SPONSORED BY 
CERCLE DE L'OPINION CONSISTENTLY DRAW MOST IMPORTANT 
FRENCH LEADERS FROM GOVERNMENT, THE ECONOMY AND 
ACADEMIC COMMUNITIES. IN ADDITION TO PUBLIC INTEREST 
IN ATTITUDE OF CARTER ADMINISTRATION TOWARD EUROPE, 
PURPOSE OF COLLOQUIUM IS TO PROMOTE A CONTINUITY OF 
THE US-EUROPE DIALOGUE INTO THE NEW ADMINISTRATION. 

MR. DUCHASTAIN INFORMS US THAT MR. ROY JENKINS, THE NEW 
PRESIDENT OF THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION, HAS AGREED TO 
PARTICIPATE. 

2. IN ORDER TO MAKE APPROPRIATE CONTACTS AND ARRANGE 
US PARTICIPATION IN COLLOQUIUM, TWO OFFICIALS OF 
SPONSORING ORGANIZATIONS ARE PLANNING TO VISIT THE US 
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BROTHER OF THE FRENCH PRESIDENT, AND GABRIEL 
DU CHASTAIN, PRESIDENT OF THE CERCLE DE L OPINION. 

OLIVIER GISCARD D'ESTAING IS AN OFFICIAL OF BOTH 
ORGANIZATIONS. HE IS ACTIVE IN A NUMBER OF BUSINESS- 
ORIENTED ENTERPRISES AND HOLDS THE PRESIDENCY OF THE 
EUROPEAN LEAGUE FOR ECONOMIC COOPERATION AND THE 
EUROPEAN CENTER FOR INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION. HE 
SPENDS A LOT OF TIME TRAVELING ABROAD FOR THE PROMOTION 
OF FRENCH EXPORTS AND HAS FREQUENT CONTACTS WITH 
FOREIGN POLITICAL LEADERS. 

3. MESSRS GISCARD D'ESTAING AND DU CHASTAIN WOULD 
APPRECIATE DEPARTMENT'S ASSISTANCE IN MAKING 
APPROPRIATE CONTACTS WITH PRESIDENT-ELECT CARTER'S 
ORGANIZATION TO DETERMINE IF SUPPORT CAN BE PROVIDED 
FOR THIS COLLOQUIUM. BOTH GISCARD D'ESTAING AND 
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DU CHASTAIN SPEAK EXCELLENT ENGLISH AND WOULD NOT 
NEED AN INTERPRETOR. THEY WILL COMMUNICATE HOTEL AND 
FLIGHT INFO BEFORE DEPARTURE FROM PARIS. MR. DU 
CHASTAIN HAS INFORMED US THAT FINANCING WOULD NOT RPT 
NOT BE AVAILABLE TO SUPPORT AMERICAN PARTICIPANTS 
IN COLLOQUIUM. 

4. RECOMMENDATIONS: THE SPONSORSHIP OF THE 
COLLOQUIUM GUARANTEES MAIOR EXPOSURE TO FRENCH PUBLIC 
OPINION. US PARTICIPATION WOULD THEREFORE BE 
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DESIRABLE. EMBASSY RECOMMENDS THAT S/CL CONSIDER 
DESIGNATION OF ONE OR MORE APPROPRIATE FOREIGN POLICY 
SPOKESMEN TO PARTICIPATE. IN VIEW OF FINANCING 
PROBLEM, EMBASSY RECOMMENDS THAT THE FRENCH- AMERICAN 
FOUNDATION BE CONTACTED TO DETERMINE IF THERE IS ANY 
INTEREST IN PROVIDING APPROPRIATE SUPPORT. FINALLY, 

IN VIEW OF OLIVIER GISCARD D'ESTAING'S RELATIONSHIP TO 
PRESIDENT AND HIS IMPORTANT ROLE IN FRENCH BUSINESS 
COMMUNITY, THAT HE BE RECEIVED AT HIGH LEVELS IN 
DEPARTMENT AND CARTER TRANSITION ORGANIZATION, 
INCLUDING A CALL ON SENATOR MONDALE IF POSSIBLE. 

5. ACTION REQUESTED: 

(A) DEPARTMENT S ADVICE AS TO PROGRAM OF CONTACTS 
THAT MIGHT BE ARRANGED FOR JANUARY 4 AND 5 VISIT. 

(B) DEPARTMENT CONTACT WITH THE FRENCH-AMERICAN 
FOUNDATION REGARDING FINANCING OF US PARTICIPATION IN 
COLLOQUIUM. 
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(C) HIGH LEVEL CONTACTS FOR MR. OLIVIER GISCARD 
D'ESTAING IN DEPARTMENT AND CARTER TRANSITION 
ORGANIZATION. 

RUSH 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: n/a 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 14 DEC 1976 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: ElyME 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976PARIS36973 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760460-0627 
From: PARIS 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19761244/aaaabmec.tel 

Line Count: 143 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION CU 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: ElyME 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 06 APR 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <06 APR 2004 by ShawDG>; APPROVED <06 AUG 2004 by ElyME> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: VOLUNTARY VISITOR: OLIVIER GISCARD D'ESTAING 
TAGS: OEXC, FR, (GISCARD D'ESTAING, OLIVIER) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



